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“Precious Stones”
Witnessing report - August 18, 2006

I was all ready for the night. I had been looking forward to it. I wasn’t overly excited, but I was excited enough.
Especially because it was my girlfriend Roz. It would be another night of fun hanging out with the girls. Because I
was at Roz’s house an hour before the ‘party’ began, I helped her set up a little. Well everyone was running about
a half-hour behind schedule, including the presenter: Virginia.

When everyone had finally arrived and settled down, Virginia began setting up. She was full of apologies for be-
ing late, but no one was bothered by it. We were a laid back sort of group, not too uptight about things like traffic
jams and wrong turns. It happens to everyone. We understood.

When Virginia was all set up we turned our attention to her and the items set before us. The coffee table was ar-
rayed with gold, silver and other fine jewelry; earrings and necklaces that shimmered and sparkled; beautifully
colored stones, rings and the like. We oooh-ed and awed and then her presentation began.

At first I was all involved, listening intently, trying on the jewels, not at all bothered or troubled in spirit about
what was before me. And then a little voice said, “Store up your treasures in Heaven, for where your treasure is
there your heart will be also.” It caught me off guard at first, but then my heart agreed. “Yes Lord, I thought, yes,
why am I so impressed by these things, they will all perish.” At that moment, the Lord had my utmost attention
and I could hear clearly all that He was saying and all that He was about to say.

The more He spoke the more my posture and countenance changed. I knew that only because friends of mine
had begun to ask what was wrong. I couldn’t say anything. He was talking to me. Virginia had begun trying to
book more shows and parties and a member of my church agreed to host one. Virginia had specifically stated that
she didn’t prefer Saturdays because those were days set aside for her husband, but Sundays and weekdays worked
out the best. By this time, just through talking in a group setting (them talking, me listening) I learned that Vir-
ginia was retired. She used to work at a casino as a dealer. She stopped doing that to sell jewelry and has loved it
ever since. These were clear enough signs to me that she was not a believer, not to mention that she opted to have a
party on a Sunday.

Much to my bereavement, my sister in Christ agreed to a Sunday. Before I Assignments Due!
knew it, I said, “That is the Sabbath” in a disappointed, heart-broken way; ~Intoxicated with Babylon,
but not loud enough where everyone could hear, just the two sitting next to servanthood, and witnessing
me. I knew that His heart was grieved. reports due September 30™
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I thought “Here she is, selling these precious stones, silver and gold, but
these things will perish and fade away. She needs to know about eternity and
being a stone that lasts and does not perish. I knew the Lord was up to some-
thing and that He was asking me to join HIM. I couldn’t shake it, not that I
wanted to, but it was so heavy on my heart. “I have to talk to her, I have to” is all I could think of along with the
thoughts of temporal gold and silver and eternal works tried by His holy fire and lasting. How amazing our God is,
that He would take a woman who sold precious stones, to make her a member of His precious collection; a precious
stone of eternal value, His own treasured jewel. The Holy Spirit empowered me and by His power accomplished
His work.

I got up as she was putting her things away and I asked her how hot she thought the jewels would have to get
until they melted and were destroyed. She laughed, “No one has ever asked me that question before.” I told her
that I would think it would have to be really hot to get gold and silver and other things to melt away and she
agreed. I asked her that if she could be any stone what would she be, and she said a diamond because they are vir-
tually indestructible. I told her that the reason I was asking was because I was thinking about something I read in
God’s word once about precious stones and gold and silver. She said ohh, ok. Then I said, “Can I ask you a ques-
tion?” She said ok. I asked her that if she should die today if she knew where she would spend eternity. She said
she would hope to go to heaven. I asked her if she was sure that is where she would go. She said yes because she
was saved, she served God and she was a good person. Then I told her that there was nothing good that we could
do that would save us. She asked. “Well then, what could save us? I told her it was only by Jesus’ blood and that it
had nothing to do with us or our goodness. She asked what church I went to. I told her, and she said she might stop
by to visit. She also gave me her phone number and told me to call her so that we could talk. I was so overwhelmed
by what God had just done that I went to the bathroom and cried and prayed after I told her that I would be call-
ing her. She encouraged me to call. A door was opened. God is so great! All I could do was Praise Him and thank
HIM. A Precious Stone, I thought, soon to be added to HIS KINGDOM AND GRAND TREASURY. To God be the
Glory! —Danielle Underwood




PRAYER PARTNER
REMINDER
Don't forget your prayer
partners. It is very
important that we
support each other all
year through prayer.
Here are the guidelines:
1. Pray for your partner
daily.
2. Call your partner at a
set time every week to
pray with them and to
ask them if they have
read their bible, prayed,
witnessed, and obeyed
every day this week.
Share any witnessing
experiences. Find out
what they want prayer
for in the coming week.
-Nicky
“And pray in the spirit
on all occasions with
all kinds of prayers
and requests. With this
in mind, be alert and
always keep on pray-
ing for all the saints.”
Ephesians 6:18 NIV

Shadrach 2006 Summer Retreat Report: Chelsea Johnson

I'm thankful God brought Luke and I to camp this year. I'm thankful that
my parents were willing to send us, that it was one of their priorities for us
- what a blessing they are Also. the Litchfields were so generous to house
Luke and I for a few days before and after camp, as well as driving us to
and from Chicago for our flights — another blessing. God certainly provides.

Camp, as Br. Rouintree put it ‘started out right' this year Before and after
the message on Monday night. many youth made confessions and gave testi-
monies. It was like we were cleaning the slates of our hearts in order that
God could write His message clearly upon them. The spirit among us was so
beautiful, so free. Praise Jesus.

The message Pastor Schultze preached Tuesday afternoon motivated me.
He presented the world’s entertainments as supplements that are unnecessary
and actually detrimental to our spiritual health - eg. television and rock mu-
sic. As he brought to our attention God's attitude toward sin, I began to see
this issue in a different light Our tolerance level for sin should be zero!!
Pastor made this statement. “Why do we keep looking for good things in bad
places?” How retarded! That's like digging through the dirty laundry hoping to
find clean socks - duh, they ain't there. Praise the Lord, He's helping me go
to the good places to find the good things, and I'm coming away much more
satisfied!

Br. Morey’'s message on guilt gave me the knowledge I needed to be set
free from the condemnation of a past sin. which was already under Christ's
blood. ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new creature. old things
have passed away. behold, all things are become new’ (2 Cor. 5.17). Thank-
you Jesus!

I'm looking forward to listening to Pastor Mike’'s messages again. They
were both really loaded; it's hard to remember all of what he said I did take
notes, praise the Lord (smile)! Pastor Mike earnestly preached on our need for
a soul-burden; he reminded us of how desperately each of us is needed to
stand in the gap for someone The night of his second message, I gave my
allhtio Jesus. I know that He will complete the work He has so lovingly begun
(Phil. 1.6).

Carla Hubbard’s message to us ‘ladies’ was refreshing. She gave us some
instruction on femininity. I was surprised by how many girls had a negative
view of what it meant to be ‘feminine’. I was thankful for this discussion as it

helped me to accept my ‘femininity’ and to get over feeling guilty or self-conscious about who I am.

Pastor Schultze gave the last message It was just the right thing to finish up all that we had learned.
“How Then Shall We Live?” was the title of his message. Here’s what he said. 1) Divorce sin, 2) Build credi-
bility, and 3) Live the Sermon on the Mount It was very powerful. I'll be keeping that message real handy.

Now, some highlights. Having roommates was a positive aspect this year. God really blessed that.

A comment often heard throughout the retreat was. “this was the best camp we've ever had” It was es-
pecially impressive coming from those who've been in this ministry for several years. Why was it the “best
retreat ever?” I really don't know. The only thing I can say is that there was on earnestness at camp this
year - a willingness for God to have His way that I hadn't experienced at previous Shadrach retreats. Glory

to God.

“Therefore. my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast unmoveable always abounding in the work of the Lord
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord”

1 Corinthians 15.58
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Are Hymns and Choruses Interchangeable?
By Jordan Clark

In recent years, there has been much discussion about the merits of both contemporary Christian music and

traditional hymns. | recently found an awesome article that discusses this topic. It's called "The Relevance of
Hymns in Contemporary Society" by Steve Turley. It was such a new and fresh approach that | was thrilled to
read it and | thought you all might get some help out of it.

He talks about why hymns still have significance in the Church. I'll quote just a part of it.

“Now, why does this matter? It has great significance. A Muslim, for example, cannot sing a hymn and really
mean what he is singing. That is because he would be professing statements that directly contradict his Islamic
doctrine. However, a Muslim can sing many contemporary praise songs and never utter a contradiction of his
faith. This is because contemporary praise songs tend to focus on our affections for God, as opposed to doctri-
nal distinctions.

'(Allah), is an awesome god,
He reigns from heaven above with wisdom, power, and love,
(Allah) is an awesome god.’
But a Muslim cannot sing, "When | Survey the Wondrous Cross", or,
'The Church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.
She is His new creation by water and the Word.
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride
With His own blood He bought her and for her life He died.”
This article gave me a new perspective on this debate. It's not just about personal preference. It is about
preserving the rich doctrines that make the Christian faith distinct from any other faith.
If you would like to read this (“The Relevance of Hymns in Christian Society”) and other interesting articles
about worship, you may find them at www.fretboardfellowship.com/. Click "Articles" on the home page to get to
the complete listing.



http://www.fretboardfellowship.com/

