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Is it Wrong to be Wealthy?

This is a touchy question in the Christian American Culture. Let’s face it, we have a lot of things in our coun-
try ... and we naturally enjoy that! Sooo, let’s look at the Bible for our answers instead of man’s opinion or even
as opposed to looking at what has been modeled for us by men we respect. Good idea?

As I look at the Old Testament, I see wealth as a sign of God’s approval upon men. How many times did God
tell the Israelites: if you will do all my commandments, I will give you many cows, goats, sheep, much land and
many children? Things would go very well for the Israelites if they kept God’s laws. They even would be blessed
in their battles against foreign enemies so they could gain even more material things. Yes, material blessing and
victories were the fruit of obedience. There were some warnings about wealth, but overall, the Kingdom of God
was about the things of this world. In those days, the blessings were of this world. The sacrifices were of this
world.

Then I look at the New Testament. The Kingdom is no longer of this world. No longer do we sacrifice ani-
mals. No longer are we told by God to go take someone’s land so we can have their stuff. The ‘stuff’ that we are
to fight for is all in the spiritual realm. In fact, as I searched my concordance for ‘riches’ and for ‘wealth’, I could
not find any verses in the New Testament that promised these would come for believers or that we should seek af-
ter them. In fact, all I found were warnings about accumulating earthly wealth! Now, I’'m probably losing some of
you so I encourage you to read on as [ am not done yet!! Let’s first look at some of these references:

1 Tim. 6:8 — “But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these.”

1 Tim. 6:9 — “But those who want to be rich fall into temptation...”

Matt. 19:23 — “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘I assure you: It will be hard for a rich person to enter

the kingdom of heaven’”
James 5:1 — “Come now, you rich people! Weep and wail over the miseries that are coming on you.’
Matt. 6:25 — “Don’t worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; or about your body,

what you will wear. Isn’t life more than food and the body more than clothing?”

In fact, the Beatitudes say in Luke 6: “Blessed are you who are poor...”; “Blessed are you who are
hungry now...”; “Blessed are you when people hate you...”

I know some of you will not be convinced because we have been indoctrinated to believe otherwise, but the
Word clearly tells us that it is a serious thing to be wealthy. If Christians were always supposed to be wealthy,
don’t you think Jesus would have set the example? Okay, well, how about the apostles? Even, the early church
was despised because they gave away nearly all they had.

So what are we to do in a land where it is literally hard to live in poverty — especially if you have a good,
Christian work ethic?? Here in America, if you don’t buy stuff, your friends and relatives will GIVE you their ex-
tra goods!! It’s hard to go without. I believe the key is in two points: 1) “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God...and
all these things shall be added unto you.” And 2) in John the Baptist’s instruction to those who came to him and
asked him how they could avoid the judgement to come, you would think he would have told them to quit sin-
ning, but he tells them, “The one who has two shirts must share with someone who has none, and the one who has
food must do the same.” The answer is in not seeking after material possessions—rather seek after spiritual ones.
Then your basic needs of food and raiment will be provided by God. The second is in freely giving to those in
need.

I know there simply are some occupations where you just make a lot of money. Some people are naturally gift-
ed in bringing in a lot of finance. That is a gift from God in order to give it away— it is not a permission slip to ig-
nore the Scriptures warning against wealth. If we seek first the Kingdom, then the excess things we have will be
funneled into the Kingdom because that will be our heart’s desire. Perhaps we might have a roomy home, but it
will be used for the Kingdom. Perhaps we have money for nice vacations, but we will prefer to send those who
are Kingdom workers on vacation rather than go ourselves. We will prefer to send money overseas to spread the
gospel over spending money here for a nicer, faster car or a another piece of jewelry. The amount of money that
the wealthy should give away is much more than they/we realize. It could be that some with great wealth should
be living in a simple home and driving a simple car and directing their money toward the Kingdom. Bro. Helm
discusses this in his book, A Voice in the Wilderness, pages 286 and 287. “If we are not sensitive to the Holy
Spirit, we’ll not press on to discover what God wants us to do with our wealth. If we love God more than we love
our possessions, we will be anxious to learn God’s will and give gladly what He reveals.” Bro. Helm mentions
that if we have cars in the garage or carpet on the floor, then we are wealthy. It would be good to review these
pages.

So, what are you doing with your wealth? Most American youth are wealthy in comparison to youth elsewhere
in the world. Pray with an open heart about this matter. Seek out places to give extra clothes and items where it is
more greatly needed. Seriously consider giving $25+ dollars to the Kingdom rather than buying that new CD,
piece of technology or clothing. God may then give you even more things than you ever desired — then you can
give some more!! You can’t outgive God. He will reward you either in spiritual breakthroughs or in material pro-
vision. Just don’t stop giving!! Jesus will look after you well, but the Holy Spirit may ask you to give away again
and again, leading you to live a simple life. Let me tell you, the joy and peace will be great! We need to obey the
Holy Spirit and give, give, give our material things! Seek, seek, seek the Kingdom! —Karin
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Something to think about: “We are so utterly ordinary, We have had some concern as Shadrach lead-
so commonplace, while we profess to know a Power the 20" ers with the movies that are being watched by to-

century does not reckon with. But we are harmless and there- day’s youth. Nearly every movie (or equivalent
fore unharmed. We are spiritual pacifists, non-militants, con- TV show), PG rated or worse has violence, sexual
scientious objectors in this battle to the death with principali- innuendoes or language in it that isn’t acceptable.
ties and powers in high places....We are ‘sideliners’ - coach- If we love Jesus, these things will disturb us great-

ing and criticizing the real wrestlers while content to sit by and ly. Even some G rated shows will have silly
leave the enemies of God unchallenged. The world cannot
hate us - we are too much like its own. Oh that God would
make us dangerous!”-Elisabeth Elliott

themes or romantic themes that are upsetting.
Remember to guard your heart and eyes. We are
not of this world!

Notes from my KMBC dlary

“This week is convocation week at KMBC (Kentucky Mountain Bible College). A special speaker is speaking every
day. His name is Bro. Harriman. He is president of World Gospel Mission, and his messages have been quite convict-
ing. One in particular was about ‘the heart is deceitful above all things’. Above all things means that it is the worst thing
about us — a deceitful heart — so it would edify us to know what deception is lying there so that it can be dealt with.
Many times we hear people say, "l know I'm not all | should be, but | don’t know what'’s in the way.” That is because of
a deceitful heart. Our heart has deceived us and we don’t think we know what the problem is. There is actually an un-
derlying problem — it's underneath and hidden. We have successfully hidden it from others and from ourselves (mo-
mentarily) but if we want to bad enough, Jesus can help us to get ‘underneath’ to what the real issue is. If we deal with
these ‘underneath’ issues then we can walk in the victory and the Kingdom of God can be furthered. The president
shared after the message that when students come to the altar and say they just don’t know what is holding back their
sanctification/victory, he says, "Take a good guess!" More often than not their guess is pretty close to the problem.
We’'re just deceived and confused by that deception about how serious things in our lives might be. | remember Bro.
Helm preachlng on that passage a number of t|mes —KL
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Book Report His Chosen Bride by Jennifer J. Lamp is a book for single young women that tells you
how to apply Proverbs 31 to your life. In one chapter, she talks about discipline. She said that
we work better under pressure (like when you have a due date to turn in assignments :-) ). If there is no pressure, then
very little gets done, and “a job expands to fill the time allotted.” She suggests setting a timer (to create pressure) and
challenging yourself to finish the job within the time you set (or
before). She also said that when you set your timer, figure out 3" Trimester Assignments: Due April
how long you think it will take you, and then set it a little sooner. 10th’ 2006
That way you might get it done faster. If not, then you will still
have a few minutes after "time" to finish it.

In another chapter, she talks about loving God. Just because . . .
you obey, serve, and worship Him doesn't mean that you love your pastor that you have satisfactorily recited
Him. You can do all of these things and still not love Him. You the memorization to him in person)
only need to focus on Him (meditate on His goodness, mercy, Summer Retreat Date: June 19-20

and love), and He will deepen your love for Him. Then obeying, Walnut Hills Retreat. Nashville. Indiana
serving, and worshiping will come naturally instead of being ] !

done out of obligation.
This book had a lot of helpful things in it, but it would take too long to write them all. It challenged me to be more
disciplined and to love God more. —Ashley Light

Servanthood, Witnessing, Book Reports, and Isa-
iah 53 memorization (we need a signed note from
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